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HOW IT ALL BEGAN

The idea of starting the Vimbtage Corvette Club of America
originated in Jupe, 1968, by Ed and Jean Thiebaud, charter members
of Carvettes of Fresno, fnoq, who have a ranch on the Vest side of
Fresno, California,

The Thiebauds purchosed their first Corvette in 1963; a red, 1963
Stingrey, which they still have. In May of 1967, they attended the
2nd Viestern States Corvette Council Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada,
and sow their first restared "Vintage" Corvette. Needless to say,
in June, 1967, they purchased their first 1954 Corvette. To date
they have oyned seven "Vintage" Corvettes - five of which they still
ovn, They include one 1953, three 1954's, and one 1955,

Their pride and joy is a 1954 "Concours" Corvette restored to min%
condi tion, including originally repainting every nut and bolt in the
enginse. ‘fhis car won first in its class at the Vieatern States Cor-
vette Council Pre-Convention held in Fresno, Cealifornies in April,
1968; first in its class at the Viestern States Corvette Council Con-
vention held in Portland, Oregon in July, 1968; and first in its
class at the Vintege D‘Eiegance held in Nape, Galifornie in October,
1968,

After advertising three of their "Vinmtage" Corvettes for sale in
the May issue of "Hoad & Track", they recei ved dozens of letters
from all over the country inguiring about parts, etc. They thought
it would be & gpod iden to moke an atitempt to form a club so that
people could comunicote between interested enthusiaestes and help in
parts locating, ond tc loeste other vintoge owners, The first Club
add appeered in "Roud & Track" in September, 1968. HAs you can see
from the roster, the Club now has forty-five members, reprssenting
twenty stotes.,
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_ VeCaCohAo JACKIT PATCH AND IMBLEM

The full-~color desicn for the Jjecket potch and emblem is near
completion. It is belnp designed by Fresno artist, Jeff Tweedle, and
L4 Thieboud., e hove also ordered samples of racing style Jjackets
for the pctehes. e liope to have complete deatz on both patches and
jeckets in the next issue.,
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ADVERT ISING

Because of the numerous =adds for items wanted and the antici-
pated growth of our classified seotion, we are going to require some
or§anization end guidelines to go by. e will list three sections:
(1) For Sale; (2) For Sale or Trade; (3) Items Wented. 4dds up to
nd including twenty-five words wili cost members $1,00, non-members
35,00, 4Any additional words will cost 4¢ per word for members and
10¢ per word for non-members.

Any member who wishes a quick sele on a car or item may send
the "for sale information" photos, etc. (enough for each member to
receive one photo) to V.CsCed, Upon receipt of the add, the club
will immediately print a "Flesh" add and send it to all members.
The cost of the "Flash" add will be $10.,00 up to fifty words and 4¢
for each additiomal word,

COMING ATTRACTIONS
1. General Motors Restoration project of a 1955 Corvette.

2, Negotiations are under way between V.CeCoA. and General Motors
to allow VeCoCol, to reproduce the original parts Catalog end
Dealer Price Schedule Lffective 1 July 1955 for 1953=54-55,

A copy of this Catelog was donated to the oclub by Nolan and
Sharon Adams of Kermen, Californie. This catalog can be used
as o reference - the pictures in it are excellent. It is also
a collector's item,

INFORMATIVE READING MATERIAL

Wle just received a letter from John Ferro, a club member from
Ogkville, Comecticut. He states:

"I discovered an excellent magozine of the vintage Corvette.
It may be purchased from Parkhurst Publishing Company, Box
20220, 745 veet %rd Street, Long Beach, Califarnia, Order the
‘Enthusiasts Guide to America's Only Sparts Car', copyright
1968, enclose ¥l.25 to cover cost and hendling. This magazine
is by for the most accurate and informative survey that have
ever purchased. I om sure you will feel gquite rewarded if you
purchase it also."”

{Caitor's Note: We have two copies of this magazine and enthusiesti-
cally suggest thot you purchcse it.)
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THE REAL COST OF A CORVETTE

Moy 1-8 Ixpenses for old auto while shopping for Carvette. . 22,91
May 8 Flowers for wife to introduce subject to bargain
cmatteooo'ooooaoooo-oooooooo12-50
May 8 Lvening at 0'Briens Bar after argcument o o « o o o o 14,75
May 9 Dinner for wife to lure her to look at Corvette 327. 17.75
May 10 New hairdo for wife after demonstration ride . . . - 14,00
Mgy 10 BOUGHT CORVETTEY % % ! ¢ ! 1 ¢ ¢ %1 3 0 8 3 8 8 % 23,260,00
May 11 Bought scarf for wife so hair wouldn't blows s o « s 065
May 12 After dromatic scene, tronded scarf on speeial hardtopl00.00
Mgy 13 Friend who claimed to be expert demonstrated speed .
shifting, new third gear. « s o« o ¢ « o o s o © o o 63,65
ligy 14 \ife bougfxt sweater to match Corvettee « « o o o« « o 25,00
lipy 18 Raced with Cobra on way to work. Speeding citation. 25,00
iigy 19 wife bought slacks to (o with sweater on . 14, « « 29,95
llgy 20 ligd car modified, solid 1lifters and cam. Haced . .
- some Cobra on way to work. <Speeding eitation and.
moauicﬂtimc--tnnoonooooocaoooz45000
llay 21 DNeishbor's kid drew crayon pictures on upholstery. .
and doors. Clmnin&;....o-o-....a..ao.ﬁo
May 22 Settled out of court for clobbering neighbor's son .150.00
Moy 25 liife bought shoes to go with slacks which went with.
~ swooter thot matched 62X o o o ¢ o o ¢ o » s 0 o o 10695
liay 24 Exﬁ:ﬁ friend showed me how to adjust carburetor, .
place eight burned pistons and 1C valves o « o o202.95
Uay 25 Lvening at 0'Brien's after argument resulting from .
rettn'ningrhandbag wife bousht to go with « « ete . 14,75
liagy 26 Roced 350 on wey to work. Speeding citation. o 25.00
llay 287 U.Seshe plates, bodge Lor, badge starter set, misc. . 50.54
Mgy 30 Had car mod:lf{ed to fuel injootion » » o o ¢ o o o 0R275.00
June 10 Added oll ebove figures. 7Told wife to economises. .
Lvenins ot ('Briens ofter argument o o« o o o ¢ o o 14,75
June 15 Ixpert friend demonstrated proper cornering technique
Repoir richt front fender o« « o o 2 6 ¢ s o o o ¢ 09,00

&

June 16 Bought rceing tirec and shooke and mog tvheel8, « « 350,00
June 19 Party to plaoccte expert friend and my wife after ., .

hected discussion. Gin, vermouth, cancpes . o » o 19,10
July 1 Tought wife to drive Corvette. New eluteh » o o o o 79,00
July 2 Gave wife second lecson., Lvening at O'Briens. « » o 14,75
Aug. 1 Vife roced Cobra Super. Speedins citation o o o o o 25,00
iug. 2 Lxpenses while shopping the lots for "GOOD DEAL" , ,

42700Netteaoooo.o-g00000003;00310?5

. ] h X

bug. 9 427-425 Corvette full race equipmemt o o » » o o ¥9,200,00

(It 4sn't the initiol cost or even the upkeep that flottens the bank
acocount of the Corvette owvmer, instead it's those hidden costs. The
first entry wus written in a firm, sure hand.)



LARTS WalNIEL

E53F001231=17 (1) 8354 steering whesl (2) hub caps (3) shift knob.
= 8 (1) 54 side ocurtains,
E545001706-28 54 side cwrtains (2) hardtop.

(1)

E545002530-20 (1) two rear latches for top (2) spinmers for hub caps
3) two chrome trim pieces between door Jjamb & 1id behind sear:
4) lower half of hinges inside door panels,

)

E54S003601=23 two front lower, outer bumper bars (2) gear shift knob

s 1
3) serew for side cuwtains (kuwrled thumb screw)

4% canplete shifter & linknge for powerglide 6 cyl.
5} two exhaust extensions.

E545002815-3 )1) carburetor rebuilding kit

front bumpe rguard license holder

L 545003658 =32 {%; nome emblems - fenders & front (2) four wheel covers
4) side chrome behind door - both sides.

catches thot lock back port of side curtains

E53F001040~10 %E originel three corburetor set up (2) hardtop
{4) elear plastic cover for license plate.

E545002931=13 (1) shift leaver (2) cloth top (3) trunk mst & rugs
{4) rear license plate plexiglass.

E54S002300 =4 1) one piece chrome behing right door (2) one set hubcaps
3) three=pisce rear chrome bar with bullet,

E555001144+6 (1) original corpeting (2) chrome sereens for headlights.

E555001198=9 (1) bows supporting oonvert., soft top (2) hardtop.
(3) side curtains.

E545003172-21 (1) one set side curtailnes (2) Selector Radio (3) heater
control {instrument ponsl knob & bowden ceble (4) outboard
mirror (5) chrons-plsted top hold-down fitting which is
affixed to deck lid covering rag top wells

E545002818-198 (1) red trunk mat (2) chrome radiestor cap (3) locks on
side curtains

L545001732-12 (1) rear-end bumper,

L545008900-27 (1) motor mounts (2) license ring (3) one tall light
(4) tempersture geugs, teeh & drive (5) hubcaps
(6) completes carbe & monifolds

=

o LA (1) 1956 inner section



E545002931-13 (1) *54 complete rear end from rear door edge to end of cer,
ingluding trunk, but not 1id) (2) '54 righ% front fender
(3) *54 vear axlie aasmbl{D(M *54 complete front-end
suspension (5) 1 eet 4-7:10x15 Pirelli Radiel ply tires.

=33 (1) 1953 for sale - near complete, original, extra tiresg#/ec0
hardtop. (2) 1954 body for sale, including new grill =
$850,00, Vill sell both for $2,500,00.

=14 li '56 steering wheel & horn button sssembly (2) "566 radio
3) '56 1 pair heavy duty front springs (4) 1 pair door=
release lmobs (5) 1 clock for dash.,

E545002133=1 !1) °54 = one pair side curtolns, ex. condition = ¥175,00
2) "54 - one set hub caps, excellent condition = 175,00
(3) °53-'55 hardtop, excellent condition = $2850,00.

E548001602=2 (1) headlight buckets.

PART S ‘ OR

(1) Carburetor Kits (1953-55) = {6.00 per kit, includes postege &
handling.

(2) Idle sdjusting screws (1953=55F = $1,00 = includes postage &
handling. :

WE WILL SOON BE OFFERING THE FOLLOWING PARTS FOR SALE

{1) Ignition Shielding.
(2) New, original gear shift kmobs.

EARTS IOCATED
E54800 =8 (lg windshield gloss & chrame -~ $85.00
} dashbonrd, less gauzos.
(3) passenger door, less upholstery.
(4) driver’s sids fromt fender.
(5) firewall with heater & cluieh panel.
(8) complete steering colume & gear, less stearing wheel
{7} ccmplste floor pan.
fB‘ door hinges.
complete rear end, including rear deck, trunk & fenders
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Voterlal=- - “mmam e i e porem s -G T O Lorhthy JG04)
Langth and o1l seemme e m o mo - - - 51 x 3

c?.prin[; q.].i:_“,fi*r—*»hwavm'==—-'-'r-~---=--~-'¢-—= ey 3 glinchh type; 1 Lol typs=
Spring (M} L8 - [P ———————e R | I 1

Huwnber of Loaves —m=—eessmacce=es-=-e===d: gunbessed for full length liners
Thickness of Lesvesesemcoo—commemssssaxl, 3 & 4; -808; &, 4310

Lvorage Design Load at Camber Holght==se==ebli=005 1b,

Camber lieighte ot Desipn Lond=e-sececescaenl b8 neg.

Lvarage Hate of Deflection=e==mwseosammeon=sll8 1b/in,

Spring Linerg=sesooomee s oo s em=d, Wox impresnated fibre beard

Same a8 Pogyerrlido except Hotchkiss Drive.

4=12«54
CIIIVROLET 1954 SPLCIFICAT ION-PALSSENIGLR

CORVENTE CONVERTIEBLE (Model 2934) 53



7 = CORVITTE - SUPELELIUNTD

The Corvette engine is basically the some os the Blue Fleme-125
passengor car engine, with the following exceptions and characteristics.
Tappets== B mmanmnem--eeesigch anical
TIMANE GOOT e o e o o s i e v o o o s L UL TV
Carburetor —eenecmrcscsmcesmmmmee e sss s ana=awed gide draft
Carburetors with manifolds ond air ducts to sult design
Compression Rotloe—crmmmermccoccancmacannesmne=e8,011

ADVERT ISED MAXTMUM ENGINE PIRFO CE

Gross Horsepower====scewcccccnscnecscnansnaceaee=al50 @4200 RPM
Net Horsepower=eweasmrenccecseenneaccssesenesea==e140 & 4200 RPM
Gross Torquesemmoecsaecnens mm —eow -=223 ft, lb, w 2400 RPM
Net Torque=seesssscevsnncsarueenesae===g16 f. lb. & 2400 RPU

ADVLRT ISLD CAR PLRFORMANCE

Based on curb welght plus 300 lbs. for 2 passengers
Porformonce wolfhte—ceacncccacananncnnoennsanon=3 150
Pounds/gross horsepoyer=e-reccsssnonicamnssameas 2]
Pounds/cu. in. displecement —ecmcecsmrcaccecnna==13,38
Gross horsepower/cu.,in. displocement=-se=ecseemu=e .64
Power displacement (cu. ft/mile)ececcomemcnuesne=l80,9
Displocement factor (cu., ft/ton mile)me=mw=w-===114,86

CARBURIT OR
Nmber Uaed---—-----u----a---—--—-—----—---s—--—d—-_-Three
Make and Typa - -—-_—u-u---—n---cmer' Bida draft
ligin venturi size, throat 1D wmmms] 312

CHLOKS =m0 om0 i o s s s 0 1 0 6 e 2 e 0 o 0 o o womm e L BNIUA L.

AIR INLET

Number USgdesw=sc=scccc-es==w==lhrec (onec for each oarburetor)

Type=nmmccscenmnnewnacnea=m—====0lTome platcd metol housing with
screen covored openings,

LLECTRICAL LUUIPLIENT

Generotorescremeecscncnccsn rueneceee=esssssee=Ugleco=Remay 1102793
Voltopge ond Current Repulatresees===seww=a=Delco=Romay 1118827
Distributorscrmec=ecccance= cmemneermesceensss= 1112314
Collonmmmmummmnmoncnsncnecemre e asneseeeessmasesnese= 1115594
Spark Plugge=cscamcanuccsnsanseeewlC 44=5 or 495=-5 Commercial
Shielding = Spark plugs, wires, distributor and coil
are comn»lotely enclosed by o metal shileld.

TRANSLIISSI

Seme as Yowerglide except that the selector lover i1s meunted in
floor at right side of driver.




"HMotthkiss drive with onc propeller gshoft with a U«~Joint at Loth cnds
YULL SYSTIR

Fueé T LU e 0 e 0 s e s e e w e m e O BLOMped pags; ;eﬁmiwelded
npac‘ity-“"““-""'---"---"‘U""‘-"-""""""---"""-""--"-"' 7.8 Ga 8.
liount inge—==e~===-==tupported by two straps attached to under
body behind seat. _
Fillerecenes=ma=--==In body loft side to rear of driver's
enterancoe doolr.

P el

Murrlar—---~-~-f------------------------------------JTwo
TypBe=ramencc-w=e-==l] ffusion and resonance, reverse flow
S1Zeuene~cnemmaneaeslf x 5-1/16 x 7=5/16 Oveal

Honi foldwmmmmeman=n=ws=5plit with cach exhaust pipe serving 3 cylinders

EXNOUST DIDOS=e v i o -=eTWO

Tall Pipes-e-eeecamem= - o e i e e amw==TT0
Both exhoust ond tail pipes arc welded on socnless steel
tubing whose diameters arc 1,75 0D and 1,65 1D,

CUCLING SYSTIM

Capacitymm—=wmamaacna e e e meme17=3/4 quarts
Radintor, Licke and Typge=ee==—== e o <prmson, Cellular
Lgteriale—m= e mmmmmewno - e o 0 e o o ~Copper
T T ——— SR e ————— ) O B0 X B
Frontal Lroge---- o e e s e e ~3503 .48 sq. 1n,
Pressure Cap--wremcmevncncua-a ~=f pound, locoted in oux tonk

Auxiliury vater supply tonkeswe-ea----Locuted in engine
compartment on right side ot cylinder heihte.

HADIATOR HOSLES

Function Inlat Uutlet supply Tonk
laterinl fabrie reinforeced rubber
Location Cyl hood %o Radilotor to sux tank to
Radiator woter punp ! radiator
Quanti ty 1 2 1
Shape Compound Curve Libow Utrailght
1.0, 1-1/4 1-1/2 1=1/2
Length 12=1/2 6=3/4 YLach 10~1/2
(Developed) ADPTOX. ADPPTOX.
JT LURING

Stesring Gear Hotligewam=ce—=- e e o i e 16:1
Steerin: wheel Viamobelesmme mmmm e cmeieme o m o - 17«1/4
Turning vPiozetors: .

REIFMT w01l $0 0L Moo oo oo oo oo oo oy o ot i o e o a8.58

LETE tBLL B0 0L L v oo o s o o o i e s e o i e 0 53 o 9
HL it CUTD T CUTD o mm = = i i s om e emer =36 55
I.daft CUI"I) 'LJ'_J L:‘hl.‘_]fvuuu-—-»...-u1-1--.---..4-——--——-—-»- - - "":’5‘-3::"33

FTUEMEL Y w1 o s o e i i e e A 2 B0 257 _...-.-_-_,._..._.._0._.]./8

54 CIEVROLEDY 1054 SPRCIFNICATIOWS PrullNGLR
v R IREE  (HODEL 86354)
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